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Think about something that you experienced that changed 
your life. What was it? Did it bring you extreme joy and 
happiness? Was it sorrowful? Was it a decision that you 
made?
Whatever it was, it was probably just one moment out of 
your life. Often, we work very hard to get to the moments we 
think will bring about happiness—vacation, our children’s 
weddings, and retirement. Those things are planned, but 
what about the unplanned things? Maybe someone said 
exactly the thing you needed to hear at exactly the right 
time or someone that you barely knew dropped off a meal 
to you after a surgery. Maybe someone challenged you to 
step out of your comfort zone in a big way and out of that 
came a confidence that would last forever. These may not 
take much effort or time, but they make a sizable impact 
and can be life transforming. 
Can you imagine the life-changing moments that the 
disciples had with Jesus? Seeing Him transfigured, seeing 
Him walk on water, seeing Him be alive and well after 
dying? How did that affect how they walked?

We’re called to walk as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6). This is 
a challenge and can be overwhelming to many believers 
because we don’t know where to begin. Paul acknowledges 
that we’re different parts of the body with different gifts 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27). So how do we walk like Jesus 
walked even though we all look and function differently?
God wants us to abide in Him. Jesus is the vine and we are 
the branches. A branch cannot create its own fruit unless 
it’s connected to the vine (John 15). We can do this through 
spending time with Him. In fact, the more time we spend 
with Him, the more life transforming moments we have. 
In the quiet times, we may hear Him tell us that He loves 
us and is pleased with us. He may give us direction for 
something. When we worship Him, we may see how holy 
and good He is—to the point of tears. Maybe when life is a 
struggle, we flip open the Bible to the perfect passage that 
speaks directly to our hearts.
The more we spend time with Him, God gives us what 
we need to bear fruit. We start to see the gifts and talents 
that God has entrusted to us. We see that we really are 

Moments

BIBLE LEAGUE VOLUNTEER MINISTRY GIFTS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 09/30/2018: $346,169—PRAISE GOD! 
2019 GOAL—$375,000. Donations for providing Bibles and training around the world  
as of 2/29/2019 are $126,951 (33.93% of goal with 41.7% of fiscal year 2019 completed)

Leaning into the Lord
Hope your home has 
survived the barrage 
of storms lately. They 
will not curtail our 
focus on the vision to 
expand the kingdom 
of God!
We have been very 
busy keeping up on 
all the donations that 
have hit the stores, 
especially since Netflix shows have promoted 
getting things out of the house. We continue to 
move forward in finding our next volunteers, 
implementing the best practices in our stores to 
improve processes and increase sales, plus keep 
leaning into the Lord for help! Continue to pray for 
us as the work keeps piling up—we want to meet the 
customers’ expectations and please the Lord with 
everything we must do day in and day out. I look 
forward to seeing many of you throughout the year 
and pray that the Lord is helping you accomplish 
everything you need to do to help people see Jesus 
and how Bible League International can help them 
get there. Hope you’re looking forward to the thaw.

John Scafe 
National Director 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

WorldBringing to theGod’s Word

(Continued on page 5)

You have been a 
faithful and 
appreciated 
historian for Bible 
League Volunteers 
for the past 10 years 
and your dedication 
to that effort and 
guidance to the 
Volunteer Executive 
Board will be missed!

Although you are retiring from this role in 
April, we are so glad you will continue to be 
an advocate for Bible League International 
through the Northwest Iowa Division.

Your ongoing impact through the years 
as supporter, key contact, division officer, 
national director, and historian has been 
invaluable, Dorothy!

We love you!

]Thank You
Dorothy Vander Wilt

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO A SPECIAL MINISTRY POSITION…

 …as prayer partner? Do you have the spiritual gift of fervent prayer that you can use to support 
Bible League International and our Volunteers? 
…as historian? One of our early leaders, Angeline Poel, wrote, “To know the history, the small 
beginnings, the fantastic impact, and the endless outreach of the World Home Bible League is to 
see the hand of God stretched forth in blessing and favor.”

If you want to explore any of these roles, connect with  

Joanne Marvin (pauljoannemarvin@gmail.com) or  

Deanna Van Swol (dvanswol@bibleleague.org) for more information.



Making a Global Reach for the Kingdom
Despite growing opposition to the Gospel in many parts of the world, people are discovering the hope that can only be found 
in the Word of God—all thanks to you. Using the Bibles and training you provide, under-resourced churches are helping 
people apply the Gospel to their lives through Project Philip Bible studies, Church Planter Training, and Bible-based Literacy.
With your help, Bibles and training are available to people in Cuba, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Italy, Russia, 
Rwanda, and Syria, some for the first time. Children living in some of Chicago’s high-risk neighborhoods are hearing how 
much God loves them, as are immigrant communities around the U.S. Your support ensures God’s Church will continue to 
grow and churches will be planted where needed most. You are helping to provide the joy of Christ to entire communities. 
God bless you.

Ledion, 24, was born in central Albania. His family is formerly Muslim, now Christian. His family’s faith grew when an 
illness struck Ledion when he was five. “The doctors lost hope, and told my parents to take me elsewhere,” he says. A group 
of people at the hospital asked if they could pray for him. One of them was a Philip, a Project Philip Bible study leader.
Soon after his recovery, his family attended a church started by a Bible 
League-trained church planter. “We spent a lot of time here, and we 
went through Project Philip Bible studies together,” he says. “I learned 
how much God loves me, and that God has a plan for me.”
As he got older, Ledion struggled. “I was socializing with a bad crowd, 
and I started to use drugs,” he says softly. One day he came across the 
booklet he used in his Project Philip Bible studies for children, and he 
was reminded what he was taught as a boy: don’t be enslaved by the bad 
habits of the world but walk in God’s way. “I remembered my lessons 
from Project Philip. I got my act together, returned to following God, 
and I found a church near my college. I work with the youth there,” he 
beams. “I am forever grateful for the training I received. The lessons 
stayed with me my entire life!”

God’s Word Makes the Difference
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Please share this  
Bible League 
International  

news with  
your church!

When you join hands with the Bible League Volunteers to provide Bibles and training worldwide—and to pray—you will 
help make A Global Reach for the Kingdom. By God’s grace and the power of His Word, each $5 Bible you provide today has 
the power to transform a life. A family. A community. And as lives are transformed, God’s Church will grow—on a global 
scale! You will help make disciples around the world, just as Jesus commands. Thank you!

Be Part of Making a Lasting Difference in Lives

Bible League International is focused and faithful in our mission, strategically 
positioned to provide God’s Word to the under-resourced Church globally, and 
eager to see God’s living and active Word accomplish His purpose.

AFRICA     •     ASIA     •     EUROPE     •     LATIN AMERICA     •     MIDDLE EAST     •     U.S.

Where We Serve

   •  Praise the Lord for Tabita, a Bible-based 
Literacy teacher in Malaysia’s Banggai Islands. 
She is helping people learn to read and write 
using the Word of God as they hear about the 
Good News. May God keep her encouraged as 
she does this important work.

   •  Ask God to ready the hearts of 1,000 children 
and youth currently studying the Gospel 
through Project Philip Bible studies in churches 
in Zimbabwe.

   •  In the Philippines, more than 200 believers are 
managing their regular jobs and maintaining 
their church ministry responsibilities as they 
go through Church Planter Training. May 
God keep them encouraged and invigorated as 
they prepare to establish new churches in their 
respective communities.

   •  Please ask God to protect the church planters 
and ministry leaders in India who are enduring 
severe persecution. Four believers were recently 
harassed then physically assaulted by religious 
leaders and passionate followers of Hinduism.

Prayer Requests

1 Bible League Plaza • Crete, IL 60417
866-825-4636 • bibleleague.org

Serving the under-resourced Church with Bibles and training to 
transform lives worldwide through God’s Word.
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Valued Volunteers
I am so grateful as I think about all 
the various talents and gifts we as 
volunteers have. Romans 12:5-6 NIV: 
so in Christ we, though many, form 
one body, and each member belongs 
to all the others. We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us… Between us, we have 
a wealth of gifts and talents. It 
makes me think about how we use 
what God has given.

As Bible League Volunteers, we can pray, educate, and 
fundraise. We can do so much more. Are we not also to 
be ambassadors for Christ? An ambassador is defined as 
“a servant or a minister to transact state affairs.”
•   Have you spoken to someone lately about Bible League 

International’s mission? 

•   Have you talked to your church deacon about a Bible 
League Sunday offering? April 14 is the Sunday before 
Founder’s Day. If that Sunday does not work for your 
church, ask for a date that is available. 

•   Does your church have a Mission Sunday? If so, this is a good 
time to display or put information in church mailboxes.

Bible League International has a wealth of information to 
give out, just ask. In this modern age, we must get creative. 
Did you know Bible League is on Facebook? All you have 
to do is share the information posted. On Facebook, we 
like to share about our children or grandchildren or even 
our great-grandchildren. How much more important is it 
to share about our brothers and sisters around the world 
needing and longing for God’s Word? We are all one body, 
one family of God. Keep praying, educating, fundraising, 
and being ambassadors for Bible League International. 
Thank you for all you have done and are doing.

Joanne Marvin
Executive Board President  
Bible League Volunteers

children of God and that we are partakers in His divine nature (2 Peter 1:4), and that we have the 
Holy Spirit that is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). 
Through that, God empowers us to create life-transforming moments in other’s lives.
It may start small. Maybe it’s a handwritten note or a phone call to ask someone how you can 
pray for them. Maybe it’s challenging someone to be a good steward of what God’s given them 
or to be a Bible League Volunteer! All it takes is a few small steps forward. The more we do this, 
the more we will be astounded by the power of God and how He uses us and accomplishes His 
purpose through us.

Moments (Continued from page 1)

Andrew Earnshaw 
Director of Partner Relations
Bible League International

Coming Events —Save t he Date

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY 4/26/2019

March 25: ................. Central Iowa Spring Luncheon with Chaney Rader ........................ Pella, IA
April 11: ................. Illiana Spring Luncheon at Teibel’s .......................................................... Schererville, IN
April 15: ................. Spring Bible League Volunteer Executive Team Meeting .............. Crete, IL
April 16: ................. Spring Bible League Volunteer National Board Meeting ............... Crete, IL

May 6: ................. Northwest Iowa Style Show and Salad Luncheon .............................. Alton, IA
July 29: ................. Northwest Iowa Christmas in July ........................................................... Rock Valley, IA

September 6: ................. Michigan Conference with Michele Pillar............................................ Byron Center, MI
September 10: ................. Tri-State Conference with Kendra Broekhuis ..................................... Sioux Center, IA
September 12: ................. Central Iowa Conference with Pam Schram ....................................... Pella, IA
September 14: ................. Indiana/Chicagoland Event (tentative date)

Special thanks to our fall conference committees:
Michigan:
Marcia Bouman, Darlene Leep, Sheri Van Elderen
Tri-State (aka Minn-Ia-Kota):
Sherri Ten Napel, Carla Kooiman, Elaine Wassink,  
Dorothy Vander Wilt, Cheryl Jacobsma, Marilyn Feekes
Central Iowa:
Ruth DeVries, Sylvia Nieuwsma, Marlene Dykstra,  
JoAnn Blom, France Rus MICHELE PILLAR

SEPTEMBER 6
PAM SCHRAM
SEPTEMBER 12

KENDRA BROEKHUIS
SEPTEMBER 10

Spring Board Meetings—April 15-16
Exciting things are planned for our Spring Board Meetings. Division Presidents and Committee Chairs will 
receive and return registration forms for their Division by March 31. Connect ASAP with your President if you 
would like to join us for hearty discussions, “inside scoop” ministry reports, and fun fellowship!

Ask Others to Volunteer
Do you know why most people give of their time, talents, 
and financial resources?
Not because they find it fulfilling (although they do). Not 
because they want to be a part of a winning cause (even 
though that is often the case). And not because they will 
make a noticeable difference in the lives of others (even 
though they will).
Most people give of their time and gifts because they were 
asked to do so.
It’s too easy to take our asking ability for granted. Our 
willingness to step forward, to take a chance and invite 
someone to do something, can often make the difference 
between him or her doing—or not doing—something.
You have more potential within you than you can ever 
realize. Your willingness to step forward and ask others to 
help may be the only thing preventing hundreds of acts of 
kindness from happening each week. Calling forth the best 
in people is contagious!
You ask others to help. They become enthused and 
committed. They saw how you did it, so they, too, begin 
asking others for their help. Before you know it, everyone is 
so focused on doing good deeds for others that everything 
negative happening in the world begins to diminish.

It’s true. It may sound simplistic, but it’s true.
So take that step. Personally invite one person to assist in 
one way or another during the coming week. Be the catalyst 
that helps them rise to the occasion. Multiply the good you 
are doing by asking others to do the same.
Calling forth the best in others is a noble and gratifying 
experience. By doing so, you are doing a great service when 
you invite people to serve others.

Challenge yourself.
Dare yourself to ask others to  
step forward.

Seek to bring in young people from your church youth group to help with your next fundraising event.


