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Many volunteers all over the world knock on doors. Some 
literally go door-to-door to share the Good News with 
people from their communities. It wasn’t that long ago that I 
joined a ministry team in the Philippines as they went from 
home to home to share the Gospel in a poverty-stricken 
area in Manila. Knocking on doors is how Bill Chapman 
started this ministry in 1938. He visited homes in Indiana, 
knocking on doors and asking people whether they had a 
Bible. If they didn’t, he offered to give them one—if they 
promised to read it. Reflecting upon this, I realize how easy 
the concept of evangelism is. Yet, for a lot of Christians, it 
is also one of the hardest things to do. Bill’s life provided 
an example of a humble believer with a servant’s heart. We 
could learn a few things from his example.

Knowing God and His calling
Bill knew the Lord and understood God’s calling on his 
life. Bill sought the Lord during a time when he was at his 
weakest—after he had suffered a heart attack. A time in 
which self-reliance wouldn’t work anymore. An elder at his 
church visited him and prayed a simple prayer. He asked the 

Lord to spare Bill’s life, and that he would be directed into 
the service of Christ. Bill never forgot this prayer and more 
importantly, he heeded it. He bought Bibles and started to 
knock on doors.

Love for people and personal relationship
Bill had a real love for people and understood the importance 
of reaching people one person at a time. An example of 
this is beautifully illustrated by this comment of a former 
colleague of Bill’s in New York. He said, “Chapman, you 
must have some love in your heart for me, and I am grateful 
for your concern.” 

The encouragement of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit sparked an enthusiasm for the Great 
Commission in Bill. We also need the Holy Spirit to nurture 
and encourage us all as we share the Good News, to give us 
the courage to connect with a neighbor, and to give us the 
right words to say. We know that we can depend on the Holy 
Spirit to interpret even our weakest groanings to speak on 
our behalf to God the Father (Romans 8:26).

Knocking on Doors by Jos Snoep, President and CEO

BIBLE LEAGUE VOLUNTEER MINISTRY GIFTS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 09/30/2018: $346,169—PRAISE GOD! 
2019 GOAL—$375,000. Donations for providing Bibles and training around the world  
as of 5/31/2019 are $182,351 (48.63% of goal with 66.7% of fiscal year 2019 completed)

WorldBringing to theGod’s Word

(Continued on page 5)



Valued Volunteers
Thank you to those who attended 
our spring meeting. I always leave 
feeling, “WOW! Let’s get moving! 
If they can do that in their Division, 
we can do that, also.” Then I get 
back and share the zeal.
Key Contacts, thank you for what 
each of you are doing in your 
various churches. Your prayers, 
education, and fundraising affects 
the world. If any of you need help 

in these areas feel free to ask. We as the Executive Board, 
staff, and Division leaders are here to help. As a team we are 
ready to encourage and share together. Just as in sports, it 
takes teamwork—so does sharing God’s Word.

At our spring meeting, Christi Handy led the group in 
a cappella worship—sharing her talents was a gift and 
encouragement to us. That morning we were asked, “Are you 
a Mary or Martha?” We all have many different gifts. Some 
of us are prayer warriors, some educators, and still others 
fundraisers. All are needed and useful to build and share 
God’s Word around the world. I want to share about one 
small fundraiser that is done at our meetings: the vendors’ 
sale. Division members bring items (from Sally Bielema’s 
scrubbies, to flowers, to maple syrup, and more) to sell to 
Bible League International staff and Volunteers. At our spring 
meeting, we raised $1,426.50! Thank you! In Bibles, that 
comes to about 285. In lives changed for eternity—priceless! 
Our next meeting is October 14 and 15; I hope to see you 
there. Invite someone along to share the encouragement.

Joanne Marvin
Executive Board President  
Bible League Volunteers

Coming Events —Save t he Date

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY 7/26/2019

 June 23: Central Iowa Summer Musical
 July 29: Northwest Iowa Christmas in July event
 September 6: Michigan Conference with Michele Pillar
 September 10: Tri-State Conference with Kendra Broekhuis
 September 12: Central Iowa Conference with Pam Schram
 September 14:  Chicagoland/Northwest Indiana Conference 

with Kendra Broekhuis
 October 14-15: Fall Volunteer Board Meeting
 October 24: Sing! Chicagoland Summit and Concert with The Gettys

Special thanks to our fall conference committees:
Michigan:
Marcia Bouman, Darlene Leep, Sheri Van Elderen
Tri-State (aka Minn-Ia-Kota):
Sherri Ten Napel, Carla Kooiman, Elaine Wassink, 
Dorothy Vander Wilt, Cheryl Jacobsma, Marilyn Feekes
Central Iowa:
Ruth DeVries, Sylvia Nieuwsma, Marlene Dykstra,  
JoAnn Blom, Frances Rus
Chicagoland/Northwest Indiana:
Jill Fase, Judy VanderWall, Ruth LaVizzo,  
Mary Anderson, Char Evers MICHELE PILLAR

SEPTEMBER 6

THE GETTYS

PAM SCHRAM
SEPTEMBER 12

KENDRA BROEKHUIS
SEPTEMBER 10 & 14

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them.  Ephesians 2:10 ESV

Details available at: bibleleague.org/retreat19



Making a Global Reach for the Kingdom
So many nations have already experienced heart-breaking tragedies this year. In Sri Lanka, three churches were bombed 
on Easter Sunday. The people of Mozambique endured back-to-back cyclones, leaving many dead and even more homeless. 
The political crisis in Venezuela has nearly crippled this country economically. Challenges like these can leave people feeling 
hopeless, but the gift of your time is leading many to find hope in the Gospel—and in Jesus Christ. Your hard work is blessing 
the world through Project Philip Bible studies, Church Planter Training, and Bible-based Literacy.

Thanks to you, children and youth are discovering how much God loves them. Prisoners are sharing the Gospel behind bars, 
and lives are changing. Work continues on the easy-to-read translation of the Japanese Bible, and plans will soon be underway 
for the dedications of the Croatian and Turkish easy-to-read Bibles. God is using your generous support and work to provide 
strength, hope, and encouragement to those needing it most. Thank you so much for your commitment to help others.

Like many of the children living in Peru’s most impoverished areas, 11-year-old Angela is often left to fend for herself 
while her parents work long hours to support her and her three sisters. She also has to face bullies alone, bullies who taunt 
her about her brown skin. She explains, “My family and people at my 
school made fun of me. I grew up thinking I am a horrible person and 
that is why I have dark skin.”

Her low opinions of herself began to shift once neighbors recommended 
Project Philip Bible studies for children at a nearby church. “I was happy 
when I began going to the church, because nobody made fun of me,” 
she beams. “I have learned many things, but above all else, I learned 
that I am valuable to God.”

Angela’s teacher is deeply moved by the change in her. She explains, 
“I’ve watched her transform because she now believes God loves her. He 
replaced her low self-esteem with healthy self-love. There is no doubt 
her transformation is the most beautiful experience I have witnessed so 
far as a Project Philip Bible study leader.”

God’s Word Makes the Difference

2019 MINISTRY IMPACT PLANS 

WORLDWIDE

A Global Reach Kingdomfor the

2,673,743

114,170

2,109

PEOPLE REACHED 
WITH GOD’S WORD

PEOPLE TRAINED TO 
SHARE GOD’S WORD

CHURCHES PLANTED

AFRICA  •  ASIA  •  EUROPE 
LATIN AMERICA  •  MIDDLE EAST  •  U.S.



JOANNE MARVIN  
Bible League Volunteer Executive Board President 
Phone: 269.793.7606 • E-mail: pauljoannemarvin@gmail.com 
bibleleague.org/volunteer-resources

MAKSYM KOHANYUK  
Senior Vice President of U.S. Church Relations and Engagement 
Bible League International 
Phone: 817.537.7201 • E-mail: mkohanyuk@bibleleague.org 
bibleleague.org

ANDREW EARNSHAW  
Director of Partner Relations, Bible League International 
Phone: 708.367.8732 • E-mail: aearnshaw@bibleleague.org 
bibleleague.org

DEANNA VAN SWOL  
Advancement Specialist, Bible League International 
Phone: 708.367.8541 • E-mail: dvanswol@bibleleague.org 
bibleleague.org

Please share this  
Bible League 
International  

news with  
your church!

When you join hands with the Bible League Volunteers to provide Bibles and training worldwide—and to pray—you will 
help make A Global Reach for the Kingdom. By God’s grace and the power of His Word, each $5 Bible you provide today has 
the power to transform a life. A family. A community. And as lives are transformed, God’s Church will grow—on a global 
scale! You will help make disciples around the world, just as Jesus commands. Thank you!

Be Part of Making a Lasting Difference in Lives

Bible League International is focused and faithful in our mission, strategically 
positioned to provide God’s Word to the under-resourced Church globally, and 
eager to see God’s living and active Word accomplish His purpose.

AFRICA     •     ASIA     •     EUROPE     •     LATIN AMERICA     •     MIDDLE EAST     •     U.S.

Where We Serve

   •  Ask God to bless the Church Planter Training 
groups underway in southern India. May the 
Lord keep them safe and bless them with good 
weather.

   •  Praise the Lord for the hundreds of children 
and youth who engaged in God’s Word during 
their break from school. Many will graduate 
from Project Philip Bible studies this summer!

   •  In Sri Lanka, many believers are afraid to 
gather in public in the tragic aftermath of the 
Easter Sunday bombings. May God grant them 
comfort and peace.

   •  Give thanks to the Lord for Ranjith, a young man 
from Bangladesh who is studying God’s Word 
through Project Philip Bible studies. He plans 
to share the Gospel with his family so they, too, 
can come to know Jesus as their Savior.

   •  Ask the Lord to provide wisdom to Pastor 
Angelina in Mexico. She is seeking God’s 
guidance for sharing His Word with the 
families living and working near a landfill of 
Chimalhuacán.

Prayer Requests

1 Bible League Plaza • Crete, IL 60417
866-825-4636 • bibleleague.org

Serving the under-resourced Church with Bibles and training to 
transform lives worldwide through God’s Word.



Central Valley California • Denver, CO • Southwest Florida • Chicago Southwest • Chicago West Suburban • 
Illiana, Chicago and Northwest Indiana • Central Iowa • Northwest Iowa • Newaygo County, MI • Grand Rapids 
North and South • Holland, MI • Kalamazoo, MI • Kenowa, MI • Muskegon, MI • Northern Michigan • Zeeland, MI 
• Southwest Minnesota • West Central Minnesota • South Central Montana • Northwest Washington • Wisconsin

496 CHURCHES 
22 DIVISIONS

So many people in the U.S. live in spiritual poverty. They need eternal hope. They need the 
transforming power of God’s love. They need churches that are willing to knock on doors and 
bring the good news about salvation through Jesus Christ. It is my hope and prayer that your 
church is seeking God, helping members understand the callings on their lives, and helping 
others do the same through the encouragement of the Holy Spirit as we all answer His knock 
on our hearts.

Knocking on Doors (Continued from page 1)

Jos Snoep 
President and CEO
Bible League InternationalVolunteer Updates

Fundraiser Best Practices

•   The prayer ministry is going strong with 53 committed 
members. If you would like to join this part of our 
Volunteer ministry, connect with Deanna Van Swol.

•   As a way for you to minister to Volunteer churches, let us 
know about any prayer requests your church has so we 
can share that with the prayer team.

•   Jill Fase came into the role of Bible League Volunteer 
Executive Vice President mid-term so she will continue 
the role for another term.

•   Lois Bakker’s term as Bible League Volunteer Executive 
Board Vicar will conclude in September. These 
responsibilities will be folded into the role of Vice 
President starting October 2019.

•   The role of historian is open. Are you a fan of our 
Volunteers and do you have the gift of organization? 
Connect with Joanne Marvin to apply today.

•   During the Bible League Volunteer spring board meeting, 
Volunteers wrote special words of encouragement and 
thanks to the Bible League Philippines team. They were 
delivered in person to Pastor Romeo; the team received 
the loving notes, bringing much joy to their hearts!

1.   Donate to your own fundraisers. This shows that you are also invested in the 
cause. It doesn’t have to be much to show that you care!

2.   Remember to thank those who gave to your fundraiser. Phone or in person 
is the best.

3.   Share updates—people are interested in how things are going and want to see 
what their money is doing around the world.

4.   Share about the work of Bible League International. Sharing about our 
ministry will help others understand us better and the reason you support us.

a.   Example: “Bible League International, in part, works in Asia training women 
to educate other women in reading, writing, and most importantly—
God’s Word.”

b.   Example: “Help me support Bible League International for my birthday! 
One of the places they work is in Latin America, training others to bring 
the love of Jesus to children in poverty-stricken areas.”

We sure appreciate the extra steps people take on our Business 
Reply Envelopes (BREs). We received a refund of $5,285 for turning 

in the BREs with postage added by friends of Bible League.  
Thank you for the teamwork and cost saving measures!

Consider making your  
Amazon purchases through  

smile.amazon.com.

If you do, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products 

to the charitable organization 
of your choice. Bible League 

International is easy to find on 
their list. That link offers the same 
products, same prices, and same 

features as amazon.com.
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Take a Risk
What a privilege it was for me to be with the Bible 
League Volunteers leadership team just before 
Easter. To hear how this group continues to make 
an impact at the local level will impress anyone. 
What a legacy!
We all need to continue to work together to 
encourage the next generation to volunteer. Our 
organizations don’t exist without volunteers. They 
are the backbone of the story!
Take a risk...seems to be a theme for me lately. Am I 
willing to put myself out there and really trust God 
to get me to the result we need? Folks, He is faithful! 
God will accomplish all that we think, imagine, 
and need to complete His work in and through us 
if we let Him!
You are always on His mind. It may be hard to 
imagine, but you are. He wants to build our faith, 
and He will use whatever it takes. I don’t like that 
part sometimes, but the result glorifies God.
The days ahead of us are exciting. Be a part of it. 
Move forward. Take the risk! Extend your hand to 
someone who needs to be part of a bigger story...
an eternal story!
Please pray that our Thrift Centers will fulfill our 
calling of raising funds for God’s glory. Pray also 
His Word be heard around the world and here in 
the U.S.

John Scafe 
National Director 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

Abide
“God doesn’t need you, He wants 
you.” That sentence resonated 
with me as I sat listening to Skye 
Jethani, a well-known pastor and 
author at a conference I attended 
recently.
He spoke about the parable of the 
prodigal son and talked about 
how we all know or have been a 
prodigal ourselves. His focus was 
not on the prodigal, but on the 

older brother. The older brother was well intentioned and 
quite virtuous. He stuck by his father and continued to help 
around the farm and was probably very obedient. When 
his prodigal brother returned, he was bitter about how his 
father threw a party to celebrate.
As I listened, I thought about how easy it is to become like 
the older brother. So often we try to do the right things, 
follow the rules, manage our image, and try to earn God’s 
affection. We look at others and compare ourselves. When 
we do that, we try to take comfort in knowing that we’re 
doing better than others.
We may take it a step further and take so much upon 
ourselves that we think that if we don’t handle a situation 
or take control, that God won’t be able to accomplish His 
purposes. That everything rests on our shoulders. We can 
see our duties as a supplement for a relationship with God.
The reality is that if we disappeared, life would continue to 
move on. He doesn’t need us to accomplish His purposes. 
What He does want is for us to spend time with Him. He 
wants us to be alone with Him. He wants us to enjoy Him 
through thanksgiving, praise, and prayer. That is how Jesus 
says that we bear fruit. We abide in Him. We let Him and 
His Word abide in us, and through that, we obey and submit 
to Him. God doesn’t need us. He wants us.

Andrew Earnshaw 
Director of Partner Relations
Bible League International

Special thanks to Chaney 
Rader from the Central Iowa 
Division. Chaney came to their 
spring luncheon. They said, “His 
visit was a blessing and there was 
such value in having him share 
about Bible League —not just 
fundraising, but genuine love.”

If you have a special event, Deanna Van Swol 
would love to work with you on arrangements  
for someone to visit and share about ministry.  
It brings the Bible League International team  
a whole lot of joy to spend time with you and  
to talk about what God is doing around the  

world and in neighborhoods like yours.

bibleleague.org/volunteer-resources


