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BIBLE LEAGUE VOLUNTEER MINISTRY GIFTS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 09/30/2018: $346,169—PRAISE GOD! 
2019 GOAL—$375,000. Donations for providing Bibles and training around the world  

as of 8/31/2019 are $XXX,XXX (XX.XX% of goal with 91.7% of fiscal year 2019 completed)

Set Your Sights On Him
I always enjoy writing a tidbit for the Volunteer 
Voice, because I like the name and its recipients! 
God has a voice and you and I have a voice. Am 
I shutting up long enough, though, to hear His? 
Am I allowing the Holy Spirit to minister and give 
encouragement, direction, and inspiration to what 
I have to do? I certainly know I give Him enough 
of MY thoughts and voice. But am I actually 
carving out time to just listen and obey—to walk 
the journey HE gives and accomplish the work HE 
has designed?

I pray He divinely sets up the thrift centers to 
accomplish great things so dollars can be sent 
to Bible League International and the other five 
ministries. Then they can do what they need to 
do—bring and share the Gospel with people who 
need to know Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Set your sights on Him. He will guide your 
influence so other volunteers can jump on board to 
bless their communities and beyond.

Keep being that great ambassador to spread the vision 
of Bible League International and their partner, the 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers. Thank you for all 
you do—keep listening for His voice!

John Scafe 
National Director 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

WorldBringing to theGod’s Word

Fundraising Events
Holding an event is a fast and effective way to raise funds 
for Scripture engagement around the world. The quirkier and 
more unique your events are, the more they will stand out 
and excite current and new supporters. Discover some fun 
and unique fundraisers that Bible League Volunteers have 
organized. And if your creativity is sparked, share your ideas! 
People need a real reason to sit up and take notice of ministry, 
so get brainstorming!

1. Spring Flower Sale
2. Christmas in July
3. Choral Concert
4.  Pastors’ Talent Show
5.  Walk a Mile in Her Shoes— 

Fashion Show
6. Hymn Sing
7. Dutch Apple Pies
8. Gospel Concert
9. Yard Sale

Thanks to God’s work through YOU, Volunteer special 
events have raised more than $41,600 so far this year 
for people whose eternal destiny is at stake. (And tens of 
thousands more if you also consider the fall conference 
events.) Do I hear a “Praise the Lord” somewhere out there?

bibleleague.org/volunteer-resources

I’ve heard an expression from many people, including Bible 
League International’s CEO, that, “people don’t give to 
charities or organizations, they give to people.” Moreover, 
supporters do not just give to people but for people. Even 
though it may be perceived or mistaken as a cause, in its 
core, it is a human/social facet that partners are trying 
to influence. Human lives are at stake if we don’t do 
anything. Showing a human face and compassionate heart 
is the best way to develop long-term friendships and lasting 
relationships. People will always help and give generously 
to the people they know, love, and respect. According 
to Dictionary.com, the word “relation” is defined as “an 
existing connection; a significant association between or 
among things and people; the various connections in which 
persons are brought together.”

For more than 80 years, Bible League International has been 
engaging people in God’s Word, building these significant 
connections among people all around the world. Bible 
League’s programs don’t just ask for a superficial “yes”—
they require commitment. They ask people to change their 
hearts and minds and follow Christ. That is the deepest 

level of relational engagement one can fathom. In fact, 
Jesus Christ demonstrated the highest level of relational 
engagement by giving His life for the people He loved. For 
me personally, Project Philip is a strong tool for relational 
fundraising, as it provides the foundation for what relational 
engagement really is.

To elucidate this idea, I use the example from the Reaching 
Toward the Goal Project Philip manual. On page 4, we find 
these words as the direction to a successful study: “Primarily, 
the group meets to study the Word of God in order to guide 
participants toward a better relationship with Christ. The 
group also meets for Christian fellowship, teaching the 
value of being part of the church, and learning how to pray 
with and for each other.” When our supporters feel that they 
are in fellowship with Bible League and, consequently, the 
recipients of Bible League programs, their level of connection 
increases dramatically; thereby, increasing participatory 
involvement, spiritual engagement, and giving. Lasting and 
trusting relationships change lives, prompting people to 
greater sacrifices and stronger commitments at every level.

-- Maksym Kohanyuk

Friesland Men’s Chorus with 
director Harriet Hoffman who is 
retiring after 30 years of service. 

They gave a stellar performance 
in Waupun over the summer and 
raised about $1,200 for ministry.

Thank you, Lois Bakker! After serving as a dedicated 
employee of Bible League International for 20 years, 
you jumped in as the Volunteer Executive Board 
Vicar. We are sad that your term is up as Vicar, but 
SO GRATEFUL that you continue as a Bible League 
Volunteer Key Contact and prayer team member. 
Thank you for your leadership, Lois. Your service, 
wisdom, and insight are priceless.  We love you!

Thank
You

• Lois Bakker •

Did you attend one of the September conference 
events? Join the Bible League Volunteer Facebook 
group and share your comments about it! And 
be on the lookout for an announcement of how 
much money was raised for ministry! (Find Bible 
League International Volunteer Group through 
the Facebook search bar.)
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When do we really understand the message that we read in 
the Bible? The answer is when we live it! When we allow His 
message to be our guiding principle in life, Scripture comes 
alive for us. We have all been in situations when the Bible, 
in an instant, became much more than a book. It became a 
living and breathing companion, a friend, a counselor—a 
reliable source of wisdom and guidance.

Many times, the Bible speaks to me loudly. One time was 
several weeks ago through Acts 8:25-27. “Then the two 
apostles told the people what they had seen Jesus do…On 
the way, they went through many Samaritan towns and 
told people the Good News. An angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Get ready and go south on the road through the 
desert that leads down to Gaza from Jerusalem. So, Philip 
got ready and went.” I have read these verses so many times 
without fully grasping the difficulty of Philip’s situation. 
Only now do I understand the struggle within Philip, “God, 

the ministry in Samaria is going so well! Why do I have 
to go?” Nevertheless, he obeyed. In the same way, when I 
heard the call from God to go and leave Bible League, I was 
not aware of the reasons, but God’s wisdom surpasses all 
understanding. All we need to do is to obey!

It has been a truly rewarding experience for me to see the 
incredible ministry of the Volunteer movement firsthand. 
Cent by cent, Bible by Bible, lovingly, for over five decades, 
intrepid women and men grew Bible League’s reach all over 
the world. You bravely obey the call that Philip received in 
Samaria and live the Bible. You have been an inspiration 
for me during my tenure at Bible League, and I know I will 
carry it throughout the rest of my life. Please pray for my 
family and me during this time of transition.

In Christ’s obedience,  
Max Kohanyuk

His Plan…Our Purpose…My Opportunity
This summer I went to a dermatologist who, during my visit, 
asked me where I worked. I love this question these days as 
I’ve been employed at Bible League International now for 
about a year. It is a great opportunity to share about the Lord 
and His Word. After I told her where I worked, she said that 
she finds the Bible so hard to understand. I knew immediately 
that I needed to speak up and tell her about our Easy-to-Read 
Version (ERV) of the Bible. I told her I would love to get her 
an ERV Bible and she said she would like that very much. I 
brought one in on my follow up visit, and I also gave her a 
Project Philip Bible study booklet called The Gospel of John.

A few weeks later, she sent me an unexpected note of thanks 
to my home from her home. This is what it said: “Dear Judy, 
Thank you for literally changing my life! I love my easy-
to-understand Bible! I have not read a Bible in decades; my 
daily devotional means so much more, because now I take 
the time to read the verses referenced. We are all connected 

for a reason—no accidents in this precious world. Thank 
you for this priceless gift!”

Now I know that I didn’t change her life, but God did use 
me in His sovereign plan to work in this doctor’s life. In 
the past, I’ve missed opportunities given to me, but I thank 
God for the courage He gave me to speak and act this 
time. I agree with what the doctor wrote that there are no 
accidents —God has a plan for each of us, and He gives us 
a purpose to step out in faith to help reach people with the 
priceless gift of God’s Word. All glory goes to God for His 
power and for this ministry that helps to transform lives 
internationally, and even in our own daily lives where we 
live. If you, as a Volunteer, are ever asked where you work 
or how you spend your time, I encourage you to seize the 
opportunity to share about the Lord and the work of Bible 
League International. The result may be life changing!

-- Judy VanderWall

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY 10/25/2019

COMING EVENTS —SAVE THE DATE

Fall National Board Meeting  A day of inspiration, education, fun, and fellowship is planned at the International 
Ministry Centerin Crete, Illinois—Tuesday October 15, 2019.
From the Volunteer sales fundraiser, to encouraging fellowship and discussion, to inside scoop updates…it would be 
so worthwhile for you to come. Are you available? Connect with your Division President by September 25 to sign up!

JOIN US Thurs., Oct. 24, 2019 in Crown Point, Indiana, for Sing! Chicagoland  bibleleague.org/tickets
Bible League International and the Gettys are both committed to building God’s Church. Bible League does it by 
engaging people in God’s Word and the Gettys through their music.

Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019 at 6:30pm  The Burgess Brothers in concert at Westwood CRC in Kalamazoo, MI

Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019 at 7pm  The Singing Hims patriotic mini-concert and old-fashioned Hymn Sing  WHERE?

•  9am-Noon, GETTY MUSIC WORSHIP SUMMIT—Learning from Keith and Kristyn Getty. You will also receive 
free resources and lots of new songs for congregational singing. 

•  11am-Noon, GETTY KIDS’ WORKSHOP with Kristyn and friends (for children ages 4-12 accompanied by guardian).
•  7pm—Sing! Chicagoland Concert featuring Keith and Kristyn Getty and their Irish/American band with a choir 

comprised of vocalists from 15 different local churches and denominations.

What To Do When You Feel Overwhelmed

All We Need to Do Is to Obey

You’ve just agreed to take on a project that seems 
overwhelming. Where do you begin? Knowing that a 
project won’t get accomplished without you leading the way, 
here are some ways to help you turn a staggering job into an 
attainable objective:

  •   Create a timeline that helps identify “what” and “when.”
  •   Break the project down into achievable parts.
  •   Be willing to delegate responsibilities to others.

  •   Ask for support to stay focused on the big picture.
  •  Recognize not every facet may get done to perfection.
  •   Create a to-do list, complete tasks, and forget them.
  •   Don’t procrastinate; get difficult tasks accomplished first.
  •   Remind yourself what the successful project completion 

will mean for the organization and those served by it.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.  PSALM 37:4 ESV

Valued Volunteers
As I sit here, Robert Mueller is 
being questioned about the 2016 
Presidential Election Report. The 
one question being asked is “Do 
you agree with what is in your 
report on a given page?”

Here is a question for us. Do you 
agree with what is written in 
God’s Word? The song “God on 
the Mountain” comes to my mind. 
The first line is “Life is easy when 

you’re up on the mountain.” As Christians, we know God 
is always with us, no matter what our trial or test. This is 
very important, especially today in our “me-first” society. 
But what about those who do not know Christ and do not 
have that hope within?

   Devote yourselves to prayer, 
     being watchful and thankful.

             COLOSSIANS 4:2 NIV

As Key Contacts, we are to pray—for each other within our 
Divisions, for our brothers and sisters around the world, 

and for those who need to hear about Jesus! Prayer is a very 
powerful “tool” for us to use daily, and even hourly. It is now 
more important than ever for us to pray for and encourage 
each other.

We are on the team with God’s workers around the world 
to grow His family. So, let us all pray more earnestly. Let’s 
continue to work together toward this goal.

It is my prayer to see many of you in October at our national 
meeting for some inspiration and prayer.

Joanne Marvin
Executive Board President  
Bible League Volunteers

Our 43-member Volunteer prayer team is 
dedicated to fervent prayer for the Lord’s 
work through Bible League and prayer for our 
Volunteers and churches. So far this year, more 
than 180 matters of concern and praise have 
been brought to this group and prayed for. We 
are SO GRATEFUL for this prayer ministry 
and the people God has called to this. If you 
hear God’s call to pray and want to be part 
of this team, let us know. If you have a matter 
you would like to share about your family 
or church, connect with Judy Vander Wall 
(jvanderwall@bibleleague.org) so the team  
can minister with you in prayer.



Making a Global Reach for the Kingdom
Through your gift of time, you are helping people worldwide to be transformed and discover new life in Jesus Christ. You’re 
also helping to grow God’s Church around the world. In the coming year, with your help, Bible League International will 
reach a total of 51 countries. Ministry will expand into Cameroon, Malawi, Tajikistan, Brazil, Paraguay, Myanmar, and two 
countries in the Middle East, where we will engage more people in God’s Word, many for the first time. Also, for the first time, 
Church Planter Training will launch in Argentina and Zambia. Your support ensures churches will be planted where needed 
most, and that new believers will be able to strengthen their faith. This is the eternal gift your commitment and hard work 
make possible. Thank you for being a blessing.

Hellen, 47, earns a living selling milk and vegetables to her neighbors in Kenya. She lives in a small agricultural town 
called Kitale. She and her five siblings were raised here. “My upbringing was full of challenges because my parents did not 
have steady jobs,” she says quietly. “They worked as casual laborers, mostly digging for other farmers. This work wasn’t 
guaranteed, and we often lacked basic things. I grew up in an area where poverty was the order of the day.” Hellen says 
many marry early or turn to alcohol to cope with the poverty, but she went to church.  
“I went to church alone because my parents were not Christians,” she recalls.

One day a leader at her church announced Project Philip Bible studies would soon be 
available. “I decided to join the Bible study because I needed to know more about the 
Word of God,” she shares. “I had a real hunger for it, and I wanted more instruction 
and guidance.” Hellen says Project Philip changed her life in many ways, especially 
receiving a Bible of her own. 

She says, “This is my first time having a complete Bible, with both the Old and the 
New Testaments. I have been transformed. Before, I could only study the Bible on 
Sundays while I was in church,” she explains. “Now I have the Word of God with 
me, everywhere I go. Studying the Gospel has become part of my life now. I am now 
helping others to know God from the same Project Philip Bible study lessons that 
helped me to understand Him in a whole new light!”

God’s Word Makes the Difference

2019 MINISTRY IMPACT PLANS 

WORLDWIDE

A Global Reach Kingdomfor the
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Please share this  
Bible League 
International  

news with  
your church!

When you join hands with the Bible League Volunteers to provide Bibles and training worldwide—and to pray—you will 
help make A Global Reach for the Kingdom. By God’s grace and the power of His Word, each $5 Bible you provide today has 
the power to transform a life. A family. A community. And as lives are transformed, God’s Church will grow—on a global 
scale! You will help make disciples around the world, just as Jesus commands. Thank you!

Be Part of Making a Lasting Difference in Lives

Bible League International is focused and faithful in our mission, strategically 
positioned to provide God’s Word to the under-resourced Church globally, and 
eager to see God’s living and active Word accomplish His purpose.

AFRICA     •     ASIA     •     EUROPE     •     LATIN AMERICA     •     MIDDLE EAST     •     U.S.

Where We Serve

   •  Ask the Lord to bless the people of Indonesia after a recent 7.4 earthquake in Jakarta. Many lost loved ones and everything 
they own. May God provide comfort and encouragement for ministry leaders in this area.

   •  Ask God to ready the hearts of more than 100 people in the Middle East who are preparing to begin training for leading 
Project Philip Bible studies and Bible-based Literacy.

   •  In the U.S., 17 inmates in Macon, Georgia, have begun their first lessons in Project Philip Bible studies. May they help 
many prisoners experience the joy of Christ.

   •  Believers in Peru are beginning Church Planter Training in Lima. May God grant them perseverance as they begin their 
year-long training.

Prayer Requests

1 Bible League Plaza • Crete, IL 60417
866-825-4636 • bibleleague.org

Serving the under-resourced Church with Bibles and training to 
transform lives worldwide through God’s Word.
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When do we really understand the message that we read in 
the Bible? The answer is when we live it! When we allow His 
message to be our guiding principle in life, Scripture comes 
alive for us. We have all been in situations when the Bible, 
in an instant, became much more than a book. It became a 
living and breathing companion, a friend, a counselor—a 
reliable source of wisdom and guidance.

Many times, the Bible speaks to me loudly. One time was 
several weeks ago through Acts 8:25-27. “Then the two 
apostles told the people what they had seen Jesus do…On 
the way, they went through many Samaritan towns and 
told people the Good News. An angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Get ready and go south on the road through the 
desert that leads down to Gaza from Jerusalem. So, Philip 
got ready and went.” I have read these verses so many times 
without fully grasping the difficulty of Philip’s situation. 
Only now do I understand the struggle within Philip, “God, 

the ministry in Samaria is going so well! Why do I have 
to go?” Nevertheless, he obeyed. In the same way, when I 
heard the call from God to go and leave Bible League, I was 
not aware of the reasons, but God’s wisdom surpasses all 
understanding. All we need to do is to obey!

It has been a truly rewarding experience for me to see the 
incredible ministry of the Volunteer movement firsthand. 
Cent by cent, Bible by Bible, lovingly, for over five decades, 
intrepid women and men grew Bible League’s reach all over 
the world. You bravely obey the call that Philip received in 
Samaria and live the Bible. You have been an inspiration 
for me during my tenure at Bible League, and I know I will 
carry it throughout the rest of my life. Please pray for my 
family and me during this time of transition.

In Christ’s obedience,  
Max Kohanyuk

His Plan…Our Purpose…My Opportunity
This summer I went to a dermatologist who, during my visit, 
asked me where I worked. I love this question these days as 
I’ve been employed at Bible League International now for 
about a year. It is a great opportunity to share about the Lord 
and His Word. After I told her where I worked, she said that 
she finds the Bible so hard to understand. I knew immediately 
that I needed to speak up and tell her about our Easy-to-Read 
Version (ERV) of the Bible. I told her I would love to get her 
an ERV Bible and she said she would like that very much. I 
brought one in on my follow up visit, and I also gave her a 
Project Philip Bible study booklet called The Gospel of John.

A few weeks later, she sent me an unexpected note of thanks 
to my home from her home. This is what it said: “Dear Judy, 
Thank you for literally changing my life! I love my easy-
to-understand Bible! I have not read a Bible in decades; my 
daily devotional means so much more, because now I take 
the time to read the verses referenced. We are all connected 

for a reason—no accidents in this precious world. Thank 
you for this priceless gift!”

Now I know that I didn’t change her life, but God did use 
me in His sovereign plan to work in this doctor’s life. In 
the past, I’ve missed opportunities given to me, but I thank 
God for the courage He gave me to speak and act this 
time. I agree with what the doctor wrote that there are no 
accidents —God has a plan for each of us, and He gives us 
a purpose to step out in faith to help reach people with the 
priceless gift of God’s Word. All glory goes to God for His 
power and for this ministry that helps to transform lives 
internationally, and even in our own daily lives where we 
live. If you, as a Volunteer, are ever asked where you work 
or how you spend your time, I encourage you to seize the 
opportunity to share about the Lord and the work of Bible 
League International. The result may be life changing!

-- Judy VanderWall

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY 10/25/2019

COMING EVENTS —SAVE THE DATE

Fall National Board Meeting  A day of inspiration, education, fun, and fellowship is planned at the International 
Ministry Centerin Crete, Illinois—Tuesday October 15, 2019.
From the Volunteer sales fundraiser, to encouraging fellowship and discussion, to inside scoop updates…it would be 
so worthwhile for you to come. Are you available? Connect with your Division President by September 25 to sign up!

JOIN US Thurs., Oct. 24, 2019 in Crown Point, Indiana, for Sing! Chicagoland  bibleleague.org/tickets
Bible League International and the Gettys are both committed to building God’s Church. Bible League does it by 
engaging people in God’s Word and the Gettys through their music.

Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019 at 6:30pm  The Burgess Brothers in concert at Westwood CRC in Kalamazoo, MI

Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019 at 7pm  The Singing Hims patriotic mini-concert and old-fashioned Hymn Sing  WHERE?

•  9am-Noon, GETTY MUSIC WORSHIP SUMMIT—Learning from Keith and Kristyn Getty. You will also receive 
free resources and lots of new songs for congregational singing. 

•  11am-Noon, GETTY KIDS’ WORKSHOP with Kristyn and friends (for children ages 4-12 accompanied by guardian).
•  7pm—Sing! Chicagoland Concert featuring Keith and Kristyn Getty and their Irish/American band with a choir 

comprised of vocalists from 15 different local churches and denominations.

What To Do When You Feel Overwhelmed

All We Need to Do Is to Obey

You’ve just agreed to take on a project that seems 
overwhelming. Where do you begin? Knowing that a 
project won’t get accomplished without you leading the way, 
here are some ways to help you turn a staggering job into an 
attainable objective:

  •   Create a timeline that helps identify “what” and “when.”
  •   Break the project down into achievable parts.
  •   Be willing to delegate responsibilities to others.

  •   Ask for support to stay focused on the big picture.
  •  Recognize not every facet may get done to perfection.
  •   Create a to-do list, complete tasks, and forget them.
  •   Don’t procrastinate; get difficult tasks accomplished first.
  •   Remind yourself what the successful project completion 

will mean for the organization and those served by it.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.  PSALM 37:4 ESV

Valued Volunteers
As I sit here, Robert Mueller is 
being questioned about the 2016 
Presidential Election Report. The 
one question being asked is “Do 
you agree with what is in your 
report on a given page?”

Here is a question for us. Do you 
agree with what is written in 
God’s Word? The song “God on 
the Mountain” comes to my mind. 
The first line is “Life is easy when 

you’re up on the mountain.” As Christians, we know God 
is always with us, no matter what our trial or test. This is 
very important, especially today in our “me-first” society. 
But what about those who do not know Christ and do not 
have that hope within?

   Devote yourselves to prayer, 
     being watchful and thankful.

             COLOSSIANS 4:2 NIV

As Key Contacts, we are to pray—for each other within our 
Divisions, for our brothers and sisters around the world, 

and for those who need to hear about Jesus! Prayer is a very 
powerful “tool” for us to use daily, and even hourly. It is now 
more important than ever for us to pray for and encourage 
each other.

We are on the team with God’s workers around the world 
to grow His family. So, let us all pray more earnestly. Let’s 
continue to work together toward this goal.

It is my prayer to see many of you in October at our national 
meeting for some inspiration and prayer.

Joanne Marvin
Executive Board President  
Bible League Volunteers

Our 43-member Volunteer prayer team is 
dedicated to fervent prayer for the Lord’s 
work through Bible League and prayer for our 
Volunteers and churches. So far this year, more 
than 180 matters of concern and praise have 
been brought to this group and prayed for. We 
are SO GRATEFUL for this prayer ministry 
and the people God has called to this. If you 
hear God’s call to pray and want to be part 
of this team, let us know. If you have a matter 
you would like to share about your family 
or church, connect with Judy Vander Wall 
(jvanderwall@bibleleague.org) so the team  
can minister with you in prayer.
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Set Your Sights On Him
I always enjoy writing a tidbit for the Volunteer 
Voice, because I like the name and its recipients! 
God has a voice and you and I have a voice. Am 
I shutting up long enough, though, to hear His? 
Am I allowing the Holy Spirit to minister and give 
encouragement, direction, and inspiration to what 
I have to do? I certainly know I give Him enough 
of MY thoughts and voice. But am I actually 
carving out time to just listen and obey—to walk 
the journey HE gives and accomplish the work HE 
has designed?

I pray He divinely sets up the thrift centers to 
accomplish great things so dollars can be sent 
to Bible League International and the other five 
ministries. Then they can do what they need to 
do—bring and share the Gospel with people who 
need to know Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Set your sights on Him. He will guide your 
influence so other volunteers can jump on board to 
bless their communities and beyond.

Keep being that great ambassador to spread the vision 
of Bible League International and their partner, the 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers. Thank you for all 
you do—keep listening for His voice!

John Scafe 
National Director 
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

WorldBringing to theGod’s Word

Fundraising Events
Holding an event is a fast and effective way to raise funds 
for Scripture engagement around the world. The quirkier and 
more unique your events are, the more they will stand out 
and excite current and new supporters. Discover some fun 
and unique fundraisers that Bible League Volunteers have 
organized. And if your creativity is sparked, share your ideas! 
People need a real reason to sit up and take notice of ministry, 
so get brainstorming!

1. Spring Flower Sale
2. Christmas in July
3. Choral Concert
4.  Pastors’ Talent Show
5.  Walk a Mile in Her Shoes— 

Fashion Show
6. Hymn Sing
7. Dutch Apple Pies
8. Gospel Concert
9. Yard Sale

Thanks to God’s work through YOU, Volunteer special 
events have raised more than $41,600 so far this year 
for people whose eternal destiny is at stake. (And tens of 
thousands more if you also consider the fall conference 
events.) Do I hear a “Praise the Lord” somewhere out there?

bibleleague.org/volunteer-resources

I’ve heard an expression from many people, including Bible 
League International’s CEO, that, “people don’t give to 
charities or organizations, they give to people.” Moreover, 
supporters do not just give to people but for people. Even 
though it may be perceived or mistaken as a cause, in its 
core, it is a human/social facet that partners are trying 
to influence. Human lives are at stake if we don’t do 
anything. Showing a human face and compassionate heart 
is the best way to develop long-term friendships and lasting 
relationships. People will always help and give generously 
to the people they know, love, and respect. According 
to Dictionary.com, the word “relation” is defined as “an 
existing connection; a significant association between or 
among things and people; the various connections in which 
persons are brought together.”

For more than 80 years, Bible League International has been 
engaging people in God’s Word, building these significant 
connections among people all around the world. Bible 
League’s programs don’t just ask for a superficial “yes”—
they require commitment. They ask people to change their 
hearts and minds and follow Christ. That is the deepest 

level of relational engagement one can fathom. In fact, 
Jesus Christ demonstrated the highest level of relational 
engagement by giving His life for the people He loved. For 
me personally, Project Philip is a strong tool for relational 
fundraising, as it provides the foundation for what relational 
engagement really is.

To elucidate this idea, I use the example from the Reaching 
Toward the Goal Project Philip manual. On page 4, we find 
these words as the direction to a successful study: “Primarily, 
the group meets to study the Word of God in order to guide 
participants toward a better relationship with Christ. The 
group also meets for Christian fellowship, teaching the 
value of being part of the church, and learning how to pray 
with and for each other.” When our supporters feel that they 
are in fellowship with Bible League and, consequently, the 
recipients of Bible League programs, their level of connection 
increases dramatically; thereby, increasing participatory 
involvement, spiritual engagement, and giving. Lasting and 
trusting relationships change lives, prompting people to 
greater sacrifices and stronger commitments at every level.

-- Maksym Kohanyuk

Friesland Men’s Chorus with 
director Harriet Hoffman who is 
retiring after 30 years of service. 

They gave a stellar performance 
in Waupun over the summer and 
raised about $1,200 for ministry.

Thank you, Lois Bakker! After serving as a dedicated 
employee of Bible League International for 20 years, 
you jumped in as the Volunteer Executive Board 
Vicar. We are sad that your term is up as Vicar, but 
SO GRATEFUL that you continue as a Bible League 
Volunteer Key Contact and prayer team member. 
Thank you for your leadership, Lois. Your service, 
wisdom, and insight are priceless.  We love you!

Thank
You

• Lois Bakker •

Did you attend one of the September conference 
events? Join the Bible League Volunteer Facebook 
group and share your comments about it! And 
be on the lookout for an announcement of how 
much money was raised for ministry! (Find Bible 
League International Volunteer Group through 
the Facebook search bar.)
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